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It is expected that all Lowndes County Head Start children will develop and progress 

in all areas of child development and early learning outlined in the framework. The 

curricula and assessment have been aligned with the Head Start Early Learning Out-

comes Framework and the Alabama Developmental Standards for Preschool School 

Children. The Early Growth Indicators Benchmark Assessment is utilized to assess 

the children transitioning into Kindergarten which measures First Sound Fluency, 

Letter Recognition, Word Use, Number Recognition and Listening Comprehension. 

Based on the results, the children are getting acclimated to the progression of learn-

ing. The skills are more advanced and expectations are higher.   
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As a way to analyze the effectiveness of our curriculum, teaching strategies, and educa-

tional goals, we collect data and formally analyze Child Outcomes three times throughout 

the year. Child outcomes allow us to track progress throughout the school year and inform 

our teachers on areas which focus to maximize learning potential in their classrooms. 

Lowndes County Head Start views school readiness as children possessing the skills, 

knowledge, and attitudes necessary for success in school and for future acheivements in 

life. 
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Lowndes County Head Start utilizes Teaching Strategies GOLD Online Assessment Tool 

to track the progress of all enrolled children. The GOLD Assessment system is a proven,  

authentic tool that allows teachers to input data, and make preliminary evaluations of stu-

dent progress continuously based on observations and classroom instruction. Each child’s 

abilities are assessed along a developmental continuum of accepted progression in five key 

skills of literacy development. 
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Being ready for school, or school-readiness, depends on a complex set of factors that 

include the development of a range of physical, social, emotional and cognitive skills. A 

child who is "ready", has been shaped by multiple, positive factors, including family and 

community. Our goal is to help children become independent, self-confident, inquisitive 

learners. We are teaching them how to learn, not just in preschool, but all through their 

lives. We are allowing them to learn at their own pace and in the ways that are best for 

them. We are giving children good habits and attitudes, particularly a positive sense of 

themselves, which will make a difference throughout their lives  


